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would attribute this attitude more to conscious and less 
to subconscious influences than he does. The post-war 
literature, whether of fiction, poetry, essay, or reasoned 
treatise form, is hostile, as never before, to the idea of 
war; and it is revolutionary in its threats against gov- 
ernments that persist in the hope that war may be relied 
upon to garner what diplomacy fails to steal. 

Such prophecy by a man of Professor Johnston's 
training, acquirements, and professional standing is 
worth noting. Though he could say that no "political 
schemes, no social welfare schemes, no physical benefit 
schemes should receive a moment's consideration in con- 
nection with national preparedness" (so much of a pure 
militarist was he), he also knew a pregnant social phe- 
nomenon and psychological trend when he saw it, and 
he was adjusting his thinking to it. 



CHINA'S DAWNING BETTER DAY 

China's outlook, as far as it depends upon financial 
stabilization and agreement between the great pow- 
ers, including Japan, has been made much brighter dur- 
ing the month. This is so because of the acquiescence 
of France in the policy of making future loans, a policy 
first denned by the United States and agreed to promptly 
by Great Britain. Credit for the transformation is due 
to the State Department's steady pressure for fair play 
and for a plan that would not recognize any special 
rights of Japan, and also to the mediation of Mr. 
Thomas W. Lamont, of New York, and his associates, 
who went out to Japan to deal directly with Tokio 
officials. Transformation of Japan's internal conditions 
during the past months, owing to economic strain and 
financial reverses and the control of Siberia by the Soviet 
Government ,also probably had something to do with it. 
Besides, revision of the Anglo- Japanese treaty is now 
going on and Great Britain is in position to bargain 
effectively. Moreover, the British commercial forces in 
northern Asia have been standing shoulder to shoulder 
with the American traders and business interests in in- 
sisting on resistance to Japan's special claims. 

The new four-power group, to which other nations 
may be admitted, has devised a consortium that ulti- 
mately may put $250,000,000 at the disposition of China, 
but with reservations that give control to the lenders, 
who will have the diplomatic support of their various 
governments. Most important of all in some respects 
is the insurance the powers have insisted upon that the 
sums loaned shall be properly and constructively em- 
ployed. A large proportion of past loans has never been 
so used for genuine national Chinese interests, but has 
found its way into the hands of thieves in official posi- 
tions. 



It is "agreed that no nation should attempt to cultivate 
special spheres of influence ; that all existing options be 
turned over to the consortium as a whole ; that the four- 
power group act as a partnership created in the interest 
of China." If this agreement does not in time become 
"a scrap of paper," it will mark an historic date in the 
history of a nation that has suffered much previously 
from the exploitation of the nations now solemnly 
pledged to co-operative action, excepting the United 
States. Even during the recent war the old method was 
being worked, and also since the armistice it has reared 
its vulpine countenance, mocking the fine theories sup- 
posed to animate the Paris Conference and the League 
Treaty. 

An inevitable reflex of the new plan will be seen in 
the political developments within the Bepublic. It 
smites not only at the theories and practices of Euro- 
pean and Japanese statesmen and financiers of the past, 
but also at the venal Chinese of both the north and the 
south, who have enriched themselves by unlawful appro- 
priations from loans with their attached special "spheres 
of influence" claims. Honest Chinese patriots in office 
can now plan with some certainty for the fine schemes 
of national development which their own trained engi- 
neers, aducators, social welfare workers, and statesmen 
have planned. 



MEXICO 



At the present writing, President Carranza is fleeing 
from his capital, and General Obregon, the "strong 
man of Mexico," is in full command of the situation. 
With the exception of three States, the whole Bepublic 
has ratified the Obregon movement. Business is said to 
be proceeding without interruption, but, it is added, large 
crowds are parading the streets of the capital in holiday 
mood, hardly recognizing as yet that there has been a 
change of government. 

What the outcome is to be is difficult to say. The 
fact seems to be that Mexico, in a turmoil for a decade, 
is in the midst of a crisis indeed. The recent outbreak 
against Carranza's authority originated in the States of 
the north and west, continuing to those of the south and 
east, thus assuming national proportions. The reasons 
assigned out of the State of Sonora, where the uprising 
began, were not so much personal as political, and were 
based on the necessity of asserting "■state rights" as 
over, against increasing federal power. In any event, 
this revolution has been swift and seemingly successful. 

President Carranza, whose life is not sought by the 
revolutionists, issued a manifesto just before leaving the 
capital; in which he stated : 

"In thus addressing you, my fellow-citizens, I do so in 



